
Sign, print your name and address, and mail your letter to Hidden Valley Wild Horse Protection Fund, PO Box 20052, Reno, 

NV 89515 or scan and email it to hiddenvalleywildhorses@gmail.com no later than January 3, 2013. 

All letters will be delivered in person to the Governor’s office in Carson City on Friday, January 4, 2013. 

PROTECT NEVADA’S WILD HORSES 

Dear Governor Sandoval, 

 

I am appalled by the current treatment of Nevada’s Virginia Range wild horses. These horses belong to the State of 

Nevada and their fate ultimately lies in your hands.  80% of Americans are opposed to horse slaughter; now the 

Virginia Range wild horses are being dumped at livestock auctions by the State of Nevada – the first step in the 

slaughter pipeline.  To treat one of this State’s natural resources with such disregard is reprehensible.  You, as the 

highest ranking official of the State of Nevada, have the authority to stop your Department of Agriculture from this 

inhumane treatment and its continued determination to wipe them off the range altogether. 

 

To preserve these icons of Nevada’s western heritage, please direct the Nevada Department of Agriculture (NDoA) 

to take the following steps immediately, before these horses are gone forever: 

 

1.  STOP sending all Nevada Virginia Range wild horses to the livestock auction immediately.  These horses 

are entering the slaughter pipeline and being put at direct risk of ending up at slaughterhouses in Canada 

and/or Mexico.  I am opposed to having Nevada’s horses served on dinner platters in foreign markets. 

2. STOP the random trapping of these horses.  Poor to no planning has resulted in 153 horses being removed 

from the Virginia Range.  The opportunistic methods being implemented to trap Nevada’s horses has had 

almost no impact to the public safety concerns that the NDoA is using as an excuse for the taking up of 

these horses.  I oppose the indiscriminant taking up of Nevada wild horses. 

3. RE-ENGAGE the cooperative agreements previously entered in to between NDoA and wild horse 

advocate groups.  These agreements originally allowed non-profit funds to be used to relieve the burden on 

the tax payer regarding the management of the Nevada wild horses.  I support cooperative agreements that 

allow NDoA to hand over Nevada’s horses to the care of advocate groups that use their donor funds to find 

them good, quality forever homes. 

4. RE-ENGAGE wild horse advocates willing to assist in the on-going management of the Nevada horses as 

provided in NRS 569.  I oppose the current policies affecting Nevada’s wild horses that have led to reactive 

versus proactive decision making regarding which horses to remove, have led to the use of dangerous 

techniques implemented in the taking up of horses, put the public at risk of injury during these round ups, 

and caused entire communities to become outraged at the activities in which the NDoA has engaged. 

5. ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT new legislation and departmental policies that will protect and preserve 

the Nevada Virginia Range horses.  I support these living symbols of our pioneering American spirit and 

laud them as proud symbols of Nevada’s past, its courageous present, and its strength of tomorrow.  I 

encourage you to ensure they are protected and become the focus of enjoyment for both tourists and 

residents of current and future generations. 

The next meeting of the Nevada Department of Agriculture Board of Directors isn’t scheduled until March.  By 

then, several hundred more horses might be removed from the range.  Additionally, there are 41 Virginia Range 

wild horses scheduled to be sold at the livestock auction on January 9, 2013. 

 

Please act now to protect the Virginia Range wild horses so a long-term solution can be found. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 


